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ADOBE  RANCHHOUSE 

This  adobe  house  with  its  rough  textured  surfaces  and 
sturdy  appearance  reflects  a  secure,  homey  feeling. 

The  sheltered  loggia,  which  creates  an  interesting  and 
inviting  entrance,  conforms  with  the  rugged  exterior  sur- 
faces. These  walls  continue  through  the  interior  as  well. 
Beginning  at  the  impressive  double-door  foyer,  one  is 
warmly  welcomed  by  an  inviting  quarry-tile  floor  and  the 
natural  rough  adobe  walls  beyond.  The  walls  become  a 
dominant  feature  throughout  the  house,  suggesting  an 
air  of  informal  ranchlike  atmosphere. 

Another  amenity  is  the  well-controlled  traffic  pattern; 
it  is  possible  to  go  directly  from  the  entrance  to  the  quietly 
zoned  bedroom  quarters  or  to  the  secluded,  spacious  liv- 
ing area  without  passing  through  other  rooms.  The  well- 
designed  multipurpose  room  is  conveniently  accessible  to 
the  generous  kitchen  and  dining  area.  Also  adjacent  to 
the  kitchen  are  the  powder  room  and  an  ample  utility 
space.  This  utility  space  is  ideally  located  between  the 
garage  and  the  rest  of  the  house  to  deter  tracking  in 
through  the  garage. 

Although  adobe  construction  is  found  mostly  in  arid 
and  semiarid  climates,  it  has  proved  satisfactory  also  in 
humid  areas  when  walls  are  moisture-proofed.  Adobe 
blocks  are  generally  made  of  wet  clay  loam  and  straw; 
however,  stabilized  earth  blocks  can  also  be  used  made 
of  sandy  clay  loam,  portland  cement,  and  water.  Most  of 
the  building  material  is  available  at  nominal  cost.  The 
massive  walls  are  strong,  durable,  and  fire  resistant,  and 


PLAN 


they  maintain  a  comfortable  temperature.  A  factor  that 
may  be  an  advantage  is  the  cost  of  labor.  Unskilled  labor 
can  be  employed;  however,  a  lot  of  work  hours  are  re- 
quired to  make  and  lay  the  blocks. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  Extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  land-grant  university.  There  may  be 
a  small  charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  land-grant  university, 
send  your  request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Science  and  Education  Ad- 
ministration, U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250. 
Your  request  will  be  forwarded  to  the  correct  university. 
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T8G    WOOD  SHEATHING 


2"x6     RAFTERS    16  ON  CENTER  TO  RUN 
FROM    PLATE   TO  RIOGE.  EVERY  3RD 
RAFTER  6x6@4'  OC    TO  RUN  FROM 

BEYOND    PLATE  LINE  TO  RIDGE  ONLY. 
6x6@4'OC  IN  MULTI-PURPOSE  ROOM, 

UTILITY  ROOM  3  GARAGE 

l/2"<t>x8"  BOLTS   4-0"  OC 

6"  CONT  CONC    BOND    BEAM  FULL  WIDTH 

OF  WALLS. 


2-^4      REINF  BARS    CONT    2   ADDITIONAL 

BARS   H00KED8    EXTENDING    MIN.OF 

40  DIA.  BEYOND   BOTH  SiDES 

OF    OPENINGS 

l"x  2"  WD   NAILING 

STRIPS    SET  IN 

CONCRETE 


2x6    PLATE 

2"x6"  JOIST    16"  OC. 

PLASTER   OR  WOOD    CEILING 

-MOULDING 

-2"x4"  WOOD  NAILING  STRIP 

-l"xlO"WOOD    TRIM   (RESAWED) 

1/2" $    REINFORCING    BARS     3-0"  0  C 
AT   ALL  CORNERS    8   AT   EACH  SIDE 
OF  ALL  OPENINGS.   ALL  BARS 
MUST  BE    CONT.   FROM  FOOTING 
TO    CAP     HOOK   ENDS. 

2-8"x8"  LINTELS  OVER   ALL 
OPENINGS     EXCEPT    AS   NOTED 
IN   SECTIONS.    EXTEND    ALL 
LINTELS   16"  BEYOND  OPENINGS 


,— 4"x  20"C0RR.  6.1.  ANCHORS 
EVERY     3RD    COURSE    AT 
ALL  PARTITIONS    SECURE 
WITH    4-8dNAILS  IN  EACH 
BRICK. 

,—  #■4   REINFORCEMENT   3'-0"  C.C. 


SPLIT  BRICK  TO 

ALLOW  FOR  REINF   BARS 


EXPANDED    l"METALLATH8    PLASTER  (OPTIONAL) 
WITH    WOOD   BASE    BOARD 


SEE     FOUNDATION    DETAIL 
FOR    FLOOR    CONSTRUCTION 


PERIMETER   INSULATION   BETWEEN 
OUTSIDE     WALLS      FLOOR   SLAB 


EXTEND  CONC    FOOTING   TO"  FIRM  GROUND 
8  BELOW   FROST  LINE   IF  NECESSARY 


.4  #5       CONT    REINFORCING    BARS 


ISOMETRIC     OF  TYPICAL     ADOBE    DETAILS 
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